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PD&R Publishes Additional Volumes on Condominium Conversions 





The Policy Studies Division, Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R), has published three 
additional volumes on condominium and cooperative conversions. The new publications are a followup to 
The Conversion of Rental Housing to Condominiums and Cooperatives, released by HUD last June. That 
report was a national study on the scope, causes and impact of rental conversions, and refuted the popular 
belief that such conversions played a major role in the reduction of available rental units. Moreover, the 
study showed that a strong and increasing desire for homeownership is the usual driving force behind 
conversions. 


The additional volumes provide supplemental information on the conversion phenomenon in local housing 
markets. Appendices 1 and 2 are expected to be of special interest to local officials, housing specialists and 


planners. They include statistics and individual case studies in each of the 37 largest metropolitan areas 
and a detailed description of statutes in the SO States and local ordinances governing conversions. The third 
volume is an annotated bibliography on rental conversions, and represents the most up-to-date and 
comprehensive review of relevant literature in the field. Copies of the study, appendices 1 and 2, and the 
bibliography are available from the HUD USER, P.O. Box 280, Germantown, Md. , 20767 (301/251- 
5154). 


Solar House Could Save 80 Percent of Heating Costs 


Researchers at the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Long Island, N.Y ., say that a house built as a 
demonstration will need 80 percent less heating energy than most other single-family residences of similar 
construction. The house, designed by Total Environmental Action, Inc., was developed for a cold 
climate and uses other conservation techniques in addition to passive solar features to reduce consumption 
of conventional fuels. 


Known as the *‘Brookhaven House,’’ the prototype’s annual heating costs will be about one-third of that of 
a modern home built to the latest New York State Energy Codes and less than one-fifth of that of a home 
built before present standards were adopted, the researchers predict. It is a two-story, wood-frame 
structure containing three bedrooms, and was built with readily available materials using current 
construction techniques. It combines passive use of solar energy with natural thermal storage and employs 
extensive glazing on the south side. 


Greenhouses attached to the main structure permit solar insulation to warm the main living spaces. 
Thermal-mass walls, including a modified trombe wall, absorb solar heat and store it for use at night. 
Other features include triple-glazed windows, a woodburning stove and a backup furnace. 








HUD Expands Housing Assistance Program for Minority Developers 


Secretary Moon Landrieu has announced that HUD is adding some 4,000 housing units to a special 
demonstration program started last July to assist minority developers to enter the mainstream of the housing 
industry. Landrieu said the additional units of assisted housing, added to the initial 1,000 units, will further 
stimulate the production of Section 8 assisted housing. He said that Section 8 housing is the Department’s 
“primary tool for providing assisted multifamily housing for low- and moderate-income people and gives 
minority developers, contractors, managers and other professionals greater access to the housing 
programs. 


Approximately $17.6 million in FY 1981 contract authority for the additional units will come from the 
Secretary ’s discretionary funds and will provide for some 2,000 units of new or substantially rehabilitated 
units and 2 ,000 units to be made available through the sale of HUD-acquired properties. The program will 
span fiscal years 1980 and 1981. Additional information on the program may be obtained by contacting 
Thomas O. Jenkins, director, Management and Field Coordination, Office of Fair Housing a: ‘ Equal 
Opportunity, Room 5124, Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/755-9340). 





HUD Unveils $15,000 Demonstration Home 


A three-bedroom house costing less than $15,000 has been unveiled by HUD as part of a demonstration 
program to produce and market smaller, well-designed homes. Built under the Alternative Housing 
Design Demonstration (AHDD), the house was opened to the public in Metcalfe, Miss. recently. 


Michael Stegman, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Research, said the house *‘is one of 50 homes we will 
build under the program to make homeownership a reality for families now priced out of the housing 
market.’’ He said the agency will use three basic designs to test the long-term market for small, low-cost, 
energy efficient houses suitable for small families, first-time homeowners and elderly couples. 


The housing designs were developed for HUD by Rural America, a nonprofit organization which 
provides technical assistance and promotes housing development in rural areas. The houses have about 
540 square feet of space in a one-bedroom model and about 660 square feet in a three-bedroom model. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Stegman said the project ‘‘is based on the principles of easy-to-build designs, 
locally available materials and self-help construction to the extent possible.’’ He said that ‘‘while no 
Federal funds are involved, HUD lends its support through its mortgage insurance programs.”’ 


The three designs, engineered to give maximum value per dollar spent for materials, feature living areas in 
a minimum amount of space and inexpensive but durable materials. The house in Metcalfe was built 
through the joint efforts of two local groups and Rural America. It was constructed for an estimated 
$11,200 plus $2,500 for land. Appraised at $21,000, it will be offered for sale at approximately $14,000. 


The three-bedroom house is heated with a passive solar unit backed up by a masonry wood stove. A 
reinforced concrete pier foundation reduces the need to excavate the site and the floor deck is designed to 
reduce installation costs. The basic structure can be expanded easily. 


Additional information on the demonstration program may be obtained by contacting Barbara Haug, 
director, Policy Development Division, Office of Policy Development and Research, HUD, Room 8106, 
451 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20410 (202/755-5537). 


FYI 


National Association of Home Builders (NAHB). . . Seminar on Federal Housing Programs for 
builders who want to learn more about housing programs. . . Washington, D.C. , December 15-17, 1980. 
Details: NAHB, 15th & M Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005 (202/452-0351). 


Nuggets 


President Carter has signed into law the Household Goods Transportation Act of 1980 (S. 1798) which he 
says will benefit both shippers and consumers. Mr. Carter noted that the Act ‘‘addresses the difficulties 
consumers encounter in the one circumstance that puts them in direct contact with the trucking industry — 
moving day.”’ It incorporates the reforms of the Motor Carrier Act, including changes in the areas of 
market entry, collective ratemaking and rate flexibility. It also provides for improved consumer 
information, increased price and service alternatives, and effective remedies for poor service. 


Paul Adams has been named HUD’s deputy inspector general after serving in an *‘acting’’ capacity since 
last May. He will advise the inspector general and assist him in performing organizational responsibilities. 
He also will manage and direct the office’s administrative function in headquarters and in the field. 


Emma McFarlin, administrator of HUD’s Region IX, reports that the installation of *‘outsulation’’ on 
existing masonry-block homes may become popular in Arizona. As the term implies, *‘outsulation”’ is 
insulation installed on the outside of ahome. The process involves putting polystyrene form insulation on 
walls and covering the form with a stucco-like material. Experts agree that outside insulation can improve 
the energy efficiency of a block home. It helps trap cool air inside a house in the summer and warm air in 
the winter. Although *‘outsulation”’’ costs about 25 percent more than three-coat stucco normally used on 
exterior walls, it goes on about 37 percent faster and won’t crack. Most companies say they can retrofit a 
home with outside insulation and stucco in about one and one-half days. 


HUD’s Office of Policy Development and Research, (PD&R), the National Association of Home 
Builders (NAHB) and the City of Las Vegas have launched a new demonstration program designed to 
lower the cost of housing without diminishing its quality. The demonstration, **‘ Approach 1980,”’ includes 
the building of 38 homes in the Las Vegas area using innovative building materials and methods of 
construction. Several of the houses are scheduled for completion for display to home builders attending the 
NAHB convention in Las Vegas next January. 


HUD has awarded a $40,000, six-month planning grant to the North Carolina State Department of 
Administration to be used to develop a comprehensive fair housing strategy. The funds will be 
administered by a 15-member task force assisted by the State’s Human Relations Council. The task force 
will include representatives from civil rights, community, housing, and civic groups. 


HUD has issued a Notice (H-80-107) to the field to remind administrators, managers and supervisors that 
current standards permit the use of woodburning stoves in one- and two-family dwellings. The authority is 
contained in Handbook 4900.1, Minimum Property Standards, Paragraph 615-3.8. The Notice is in 
keeping with the President’s goal of meeting 20 percent of America’s energy needs with solar and 
renewable resources by the end of this century. It says that the ‘‘burning of wood is a renewable resource 
technology that is both available today and increasingly cost-effective.’” HUD-approved appliances, 
however, must meet safety standards developed by the Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


HUD?’s Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) recently completed a report entitled Housing 
Our Families. The report brings together much of the existing information on the housing status of families 
and is intended to stimulate discussion on improving the housing opportunities of families with children. 
One important chapter reports on the practices that restrict the rental housing choices of-families with 
children and another discusses the legal issues involving such practices. Developed as the Department’s 
contribution to the White House Conference on Families, it also presents an assessment of how well HUD 
programs serve families with children. Copies are available from HUD USER, P.O. Box 280, 
Germantown, MD, 20767. 


The Housing and Community Development Act of 1980 changes the term *‘mobile home”’ to 
‘*manufactured home’”’ in all Federal laws and regulations. Walter L. Benning, president of the 
Manufactured Housing Institute (MHI), sees the change as something more than semantics. He says 
that the vast majority of mobile/manufactured hornes purchased today are never moved again once they 
have been shipped to the home site. The nev’ name, he says, could help the Nation to recognize the 
industry for what it is: “‘A primary form of American housing.”’ 





Publications Available 


The Housing and Community Development Act of 1980, Public Law 96-399 is available from the 
Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. A copy of the 
Conference Report on the Act may be obtained by sending a self-addressed label to the House Documents 
Room, U.S. Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515. Ask for House Report No. 96-1420. 





NVACP Schedules Series of Technical Seminars 


The Community-Based Energy Conservation Division, Office of Neighborhoods, Voluntary Associations 
and Consumer Protection (NVACP), has scheduled the first of a series of technical seminars on 
Neighborhood Energy Reliance for Self-Help Development organizations on December 11-12, 1980, at 
the Shoreham Americana Hotel, Washington, D.C. The seminars are aimed at providing guidance to 
grantees under the Neighborhood Self-Help Development Assistance Program for integrating solar, 
energy conservation, appropriate technology and ecology features into their housing revitalization 
projects. 


Participation will be limited to the 125 FY 1981 recipients of neighborhood self-help grants and 
implementing projects. The seminars will be held on a rotating basis in conjunction with week-long 
orientation and management training sessions, and will include a special presentation on the role of HUD, 
philanthropic institutions and the private sector in support of community-based energy conservation 
efforts. Representatives from private foundations and innovative community programs will make 
recommendations for policy consideration and program support. 


Additional information on the seminars may be obtained from the City Foursquare Foundation Inc.., 
810-18th Street, N.W., Suite 802, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202/232-2006). 
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